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TCC 2010 Gala a Major Success

Gala boasts a boost in numbers, both in attendance and fundraising

Texas Chiropractic College hosted its
19th annual Gala on Saturday, Feb. 6, in the
Houstonian Hotel’s Grande Ballroom.

The TCC Gala, whose proceeds help to
defray educational cost for financially aided
students, more than doubled the previous
year’s profit totals. Chairpersons for the 2010
Gala were Dr. John and Mrs. Patti Felker of
Stafford. Dr. Felker serves on the Board of
Regents for TCC.

TCC president, Dr. Richard G.
Brassard said, “Dr. and Mrs. Felker put
a lot of energy and personal effort into
making this year’s Gala a success. It was
definitely our best Gala ever. With a
record attendance, and unprecedented
fundraising, I am grateful for their
leadership”

Always a popular event, the TCC
Gala attracted nearly 350 guests this year
including elected officials, members of
the TCC Board of Regents, members
of the TCC president’s cabinet, TCC
faculty, staff and many students.

KHOU TV Co-Anchor, Lucy No-
land, served as Master of Ceremonies
for the evening, and Houston Port Author-
ity Commissioner, Steve Phelps, was the
auctioneer for the night.

The theme was a “Salute to the TCC
Alumni Association,” and past presidents

were honored. Amongst those recognized
during the program were Dr. Albert Miles,
Dr. John Glasin, Dr. Carl Dillard, Dr. Bob
Biddison, Dr. Gary Smouse, Dr. Melvin
Aldridge, Dr. Chess Miles and current
president of the TCCAA, Dr. Tim Runnels.
Each had the opportunity to share their ex-
periences as presidents of the TCCAA and
were provided with a token of appreciation
from the school.

Master of Ceremonies KHOU TV co-anchor Lucy Noland along with
TCC president Dr. Richard G. Brassard presents roses to gala chairpersons
Dr. John and Mrs. Patti Felker.

Guests were treated to a lovely three-
course dinner including the Houstonian
Hotel’s signature southwest Caesar salad,
cinnamon braised short ribs with red wine
sauce, roasted fingerling potatoes with

French green beans, and alternating desserts
of créme fraiche cheesecake with shortbread
crust and seasonal fruit and chocolate soufflé
cake with unsweetened cream with almond
nougatine. After a successful silent auction
and an exciting live auction, guests danced
the night away to the sounds of Fried Ice
Cream, a unique local dance band. Also
special thanks goes out to Robert Shipman
for the flower arrangements and his work as
a consultant in the planning process.

Also joining in the celebration
were Chairman of the TCC Board
of Regents Dr. Donald Krippendorf;
former Chairman of the TCC Board
of Regents Johnny Blau; long-time
TCC supporter Mel Cowart; President
of San Jacinto College Central Dr. H.
Neil Matkin; Pasadena Mayor Johnny
Isbell; Texas District 150 Representa-
tive Debbie Riddle; attorney and Presi-
dent of Center City Pasadena Project
Roy Mease; Pasadena City Council-
man Steve Cote; former Pasadena
City Councilmember James Guthrie;
candidate for Harris County Clerk
Sue Schechter; candidate for Harris County
Tax Assessor Collector Diane Trautman and
Pasadena Chief of Police Michael W. Thaler.

Thanks to everyone who attended for
making it a great night.

NBCE Launches New Student Friendly ‘Student Central’ Page

The National Board of Chiropractic
Examiners (NBCE) has added a new fea-
ture to its Web site designed specifically for
chiropractic college students: a microsite
called Student Central. The microsite’s goal
is to supply fast facts to students about the
NBCE examinations.

In a recent survey of college registrars,
topics such as applying for NBCE exami-

nations, determining eligibility, security
screening, scoring, and test accommoda-
tions were cited as topics of most concern
for students.

Student Central serves as a supplement
to the NBCE home page. The NBCE Web
site also offers complete descriptions of
all examination-related material and has
downloadable information brochures about

the written and the Part IV examinations.

The NBCE plans to add additional fea-
tures to Student Central as more information
about the most frequently viewed pages and
issues of concern are assessed.

To access Student Central log on to
www.nbce.org and locate the Student
Central tab under examinees.
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Gephardt, Halstead to Speak at NCLC

(from the ACA)

The American Chiropractic As-
sociation (ACA) has announced that
former U.S. House Majority Leader Dick
Gephardt will deliver the keynote ad-
dress at the 2010 National Chiropractic
Legislative Conference (NCLC) with
the Chiropractic Summit Feb. 24-27 in
Washington, D.C. Ret. Brig. Gen. Becky
Halstead, spokesperson for the Founda-
tion for Chiropractic Progress, will also
speak at the event.

Gephardt served as the congressman
of Missouri’s 3rd congressional district for
28 years and helped to pass landmark re-
forms to health care, pensions, education,
energy independence and trade policy.
Today, he heads Gephardt Government
Affairs, a political consulting firm that
has been working with the ACA since
October to promote the inclusion of pro-
chiropractic provisions in national health
care reform bills.

“It is very important for members
of Congress to meet with their constitu-
ents, so that they can understand their
concerns and better represent them,” Ge-
phardt said. “I encourage every member
of ACA to come to Washington and be a
part of the democratic process”

Gen. Halstead is the first female
West Point graduate to obtain the rank
of General Officer. She served 27 years in
the U.S. Army and culminated her career
as the commanding general of the Army’s
Ordnance Center and Schools, where
she was responsible for the leadership
development and institutional training of

100,000 members of the Ordnance Corps.
After chiropractic care helped her recover
from debilitating chronic fibromyalgia,
Gen. Halstead has become a prominent
chiropractic spokesperson and a cham-
pion of chiropractic care for the military.

The NCLC is the chiropractic profes-
sion’s most important public policy and
educational event. During the meeting,
hundreds of doctors of chiropractic and
students from across the country will
meet with members of Congress and
advocate for issues that matter most to
them and their patients.

At this year’s NCLC, participants are
expected to hear the latest news regarding
national health care and Medicare reform.
In addition, they will receive special guid-
ance on how to increase the profession’s
grassroots presence in Washington. D.C.
The Chiropractic Summit, which repre-
sents the leadership of the chiropractic
profession working cooperatively on
issues affecting DCs, will also meet dur-
ing NCLC this year to discuss strategies
related to health care reform.

“We need all doctors of chiropractic
to work together to help strengthen the
profession’s influence in Washington,”
said ACA President Rick McMichael,
DC. “Every doctor of chiropractic who is
concerned about his or her future should
take part in this important event. We
are pleased that Chiropractic Summit
partners from across the profession will
be coming to Washington to advocate
together on Capitol Hill”

Moody Health Center Open House

Doctors, Students Celebrate American Heart Month

The Moody Health Center (MHC) located on the TCC campus is celebrating
American Heart Month by offering free blood pressure screenings throughout the

entire month of February.

To further promote healthy heart awareness, MHC will hold a free open house,
Wednesday, Feb. 24 from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m., to educate the general public on heart health
concerns. On the schedule are a number of talks on protecting your heart, blood pres-
sure screens, a blood drive, student lead tours of the facility, healthy refreshments,
giveaways and much more about healthy hearts.

The clinic invites the public to come, bring their families and learn about healthy
heart living. MHC is open to the public Monday through Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more information on the clinic or the open house

call 281-487-1501.



Two major events took place on Sat-
urday, Feb. 6 that I want to highlight in
this week’s report.

That Saturday morning, the Texas
Chiropractic College Board of Regents
held their February meeting on our cam-
pus. Regent board meetings are unique
events. Meetings are presided over by the
Chairman of the Board, who currently is
Dr. Don Krippendorf of St. Petersburg,
Fla. Parliamentary procedure is followed
and allows for a very easy flow from one
agenda item to another, all of which
paints a portrait of the current condition
of our institution.

After my general overview remarks,
we turn our attention to the individual
departmental reports that are presented
by members of the President’s Cabinet.
Though I have heard these reports prior
to the board meeting, I am always im-
pressed with the professional manner
with which Cabinet members make these
presentations. They are always informa-
tional, concise and give Regents a clear
understanding of what is taking place
in each area of institutional functioning.
These reports give Regents the opportu-
nity to ask questions, probe deeper into
the processes of institutional manage-
ment and generally provide assurance
that the College is in capable hands.

Regents have a stewardship respon-
sibility to insure that the College is being
managed professionally and well, and to
represent that fact to the public. The Cabi-
net reports provided at board meetings go
along way in giving Regents the informa-
tion they need to perform their oversight
responsibilities with confidence. The
interaction between Regents and Cabinet
members is positive and collegial. There
is an atmosphere of personal and profes-
sional respect and appreciation.

As T have said many times, the
smooth running of TCC is not the result
of one person’s performance. I may be
the leader, but I want to assure you that
the Cabinet members, whom I have the
good fortune to work with, are well expe-
rienced, very capable and are dedicated to
taking TCC to a new level of excellence.
The combination of concerned Regents
and professional educational leaders
gives us a strong advantage as we proceed

toward our goal of becoming the best
chiropractic college in the world.
The second event on Feb. 6 was our

19th annual gala. The gala is something
I look forward to each year. It provides
the opportunity to see old friends, make
new friends and raise financial support
for TCC.

This year’s event was a milestone in
our gala history. Dr. John and Mrs. Patti
Felker served as Gala Chairpersons. Their
leadership was not only invaluable, it also
resulted in our best gala ever. When dust
settles, almost $40,000 will have been
raised—a new record! The venue for this
year’s event was the Houstonian Hotel
and Conference Center. There simply
isn’t a better location for a gala. I was
impressed with the many, many compli-
ments we received for producing such a
wonderful evening. The setting alone at-
tracted alumni and friends who had not
been to a gala for many years.

The past presidents of the TCC
Alumni Association were recognized for
their many years of service and dedica-
tion to the College. I enjoyed seeing past
presidents Drs. Albert Miles, John Glasin,
Carl Dillard, Bob Biddison, Gary Smouse,
Melvin Aldridge, Chess Miles, and cur-
rent president, Dr. Tim Runnels at the
podium for this momentous occasion.
We are grateful to the Alumni Association
and the uniquely significant role they play
in our history.

The evening was topped off with
dancing to the sounds of “Fried Ice
Cream’, which everyone enjoyed.
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President’s
Message

Richard G. Brassard,
DC, FICC, FACC
President - Texas
Chiropractic College

In addition to the Felkers, the entire
gala planning committee did an outstand-
ing job, and I ask that you join me in
thanking: Mrs. Cyndi Blau; Mr. Ken Cau-
thorn ; Dr. Sandra Hughes; Drs. Lance &
Sherry Durrett; Mr. and Mrs. Jess Fields;
Dr. Elizabeth Evans; Mss. Ann Huete; Dr.
& Mrs. Kurt Juergens; Mrs. Elly Mrozek;
Dr. John Rice; Dr. Tim Runnels; Mr. Joey
& Mrs. Jessica Simon and Mr. Robert
Shipman.

I also want to thank and acknowledge
the staff of the Institutional Advancement
office for their skill and expertise in pro-
ducing the most quality gala ever. Nikki
Hurley, Patty Barnes and Melissa Bird
carried the event off without a hitch and
made it look easy. This team, under the
leadership of Bill Clements, deserves all
the kudos that comes their way. Thanks,
for all you do each day to give TCC such
a positive public image.

Having successfully completed these
two activities, we return our attention
to the processes academic achievement,
board score improvement and student
recruitment—all of which you will hear
more about in the coming weeks.

Best Regards,

ftocd b 106

Richard G. Brassard, DC
President
Texas Chiropractic College



AROUND CAMPUS

Mixed Schedule Students Should Take Special Notice
of the Procedures for Final Examinations

Final exams will be held Tuesday, April 13th - Tuesday,
April 20th. The final exam schedule is now available in the
registrar’s office. Mixed schedule students need to look at the
exam schedule and see if they have two exams scheduled at
the same time. If there are exam overlaps, the mixed schedule
students must advise the registrar’s office by noon on Monday,
April 5th.

Wednesday, April 21st will be utilized to allow mixed

schedule students to take any overlapping finals. A full two
hours will be set aside for affected students at 9:00 a.m. in
L-203. Only those students with more than one makeup exam
to take on that Wednesday will be allotted time beyond the
9:00-11:00 a.m. time frame.

The procedure will allow mixed schedule students a full
two hours for each of their final exams and avoid the necessity
of receiving an incomplete grade due to scheduling conflicts.

Financial Aid Receives New Oklahoma Scholarship

Eligibility

The student must be a resident of Oklahoma for at least 5
years prior to the date of application.

The student must be enrolled in or have been accepted to
an accredited chiropractic school.

Scholarship awardees under this program shall maintain a
3.0 cumulative GPA. The cumulative GPA will be determined
after the summer trimester for fall scholarship eligibility, and
after the fall trimester for spring scholarship eligibility.

A student may participate in the program for no more
than 4 years.

Application

The application deadline normally falls around the middle
of August each year. Late applications will not be considered.

First-year applicants must include a statement from the
institution that states he/she has been admitted to the college.

Continuing students must submit a current transcript.

State Regents staff will forward the applications to the

Oklahoma State Board of Chiropractic Examiners for approval
of scholarship candidates.

The State Regents office will notify both recipients and
chiropractic schools of nominations and awards.

Amount of Award

Available funds for the program are subject to annual leg-
islative appropriation. Annual award amounts may vary, but
cannot exceed $6,000.00 per student. Upon certification of eli-
gibility, the scholarship shall be awarded in two disbursements
at the beginning of the fall trimester and at the beginning of
the spring trimester. The award will be sent to an official of the
chiropractic school for distribution to the student.

For Further Information:
Interested students should contact the financial aid office
in March for Chiropractic Education Assistance Scholarship.
Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education
1-800-858-1840 www.okhighered.org




